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WI n 1 gave notice of: < buſineſs. of 
this day, 1 . I would fully anboſom 
myſelf to this houſe, and-I am: come . 
to keep my word. The ſituation of Ireland 
calls aloud on every honeſt man to- explicitly 
avow his ſentiments ; the heart that feels not 
for our paſt ealamities, and that is not anx- 
ious to avert thoſe that are impending, deſerves 
to beat no more: and the tongue that dates 
pronounce what is contrary to the conviction 
of the mind, ought to be ſilenced for ever. | 
With theſe feelings—with theſe ſenſation—I 
have this day entered theſe walls; and I truſt | 
| have left every paſion, every prejudice; and 
every ſelfiſh idea behind me. + 10 | 
Sir, I have before declared, that I would move 
nothing that I conceived inimieal to Britiſh ' 
conngxion—to our preſent form of govern- 
ment—or to the: ſafety of the Proteſtants of 
Ireland. Britiſh connexion: has ever been dear 
to me for à variety of reaſons, It is dear to 
me becauſe I am ſprung from Britiſh anceſtors ; 
it is dear to me from a ſimilarity of language, 
laws, and manners; it is dear to me becauſe the 
mutual intereſts of both require it ſhould 
exiſt; it is dear ta me becauſe the Britiſh nati- 
_ 0n-ſtands among the firſt that have ever ap- 


41 peared in the — Hormh Nothing ean make me 
With to dak. off the connexion. _ Brit iſli 
| A tyranay; 


* .% © 

tyranny; let Great Britain and Ireland be for 
ever connected, but not at the expence of Iriq 
independence. Sir, I love the conſtitution of 
King, Lords and Commons as fixed under Wil. 
iam the gd. at the glorious revolution of 1688 
becauſe for a century from that æra, England 
enjoyed more happineſs and proſperity, than 
any other nation ancient or modern. I do not 
prefer that conſtitution from prejudice, but 
from reaſoning ; and as far as I have been able 
to find from the page of hiſtory, it ſeems to | 
me to be the beſt reſult of human wiſdom, and 
its operation the happieſt in all political prac- 
tice. ' Great abuſes have indeed crept'in, but | 
would, not for that reaſon overthrow the con- 
| Nitution; tho' I would do thoſe abufes away. 
Sir, I am attached to the Proteſtants, becauſe I | 
am deſcended from 'Proteſtants—becauſe every 
near relative I have are Proteſtants—but'I am 
not only attached to the Proteſtant, but alſo to 
the Catholic, and every ſe& of chriſtianity. | 
| And now, Sir, that chriſtianity is attacked on 
all fides by infidelity, it behoves every man 
| 
| 


who is a chriſtian, no matter of what deno- 

mination, to rally round the ſtandard of the 

Meſſiah. This, Sir, is neceſſary to defeat the 

propagation of French principles, which 

| - threaten to reduce Europe again to the miſe- 

Table ſyſtem of Pagan and Heathen philoſophy, 

4 which threaten to reduce Europe again to tholc | 
| miſerable doubts, which the wiſeſt men ot 

antiquity felt as to future rewards and puniſh- 
| ments, and as to the immortality of the ſoul. 

| Cato, the beſt and wiſeſt of the Romans, could 
only ſay © Plato thou-reaſoneſt well,” but with 

the chriſtian it is not reaſoning, 'but' certainty. 
| He has a fixed and ſteady principle of life and 
action, the moſt Sn dete te tha\vidual and 

general happineſs ; therefore whilſt we attend 
1 to the Proteſtants, let us alſo embrace our Ca- 

| tholic brethten, and unite us all in (chriſtian 

love and benevolence, I have thus explicitly 

88 given 


{59 
given my reaſons for loving the Britiſh connex- 
10n—the preſent form of government, and 
why. I will never endanger the Proteſtants); 
but how are we to preſerve this Britifh eonnex- 
jon—how are we to preſerye the conttitution— 
and how are we to ſeeme the Proteſtants? 1 
will tell you Sir; it is by wiſe and wholeſorge 
laws, that will make the great maſs of the Peo- 
ple love and reſpect their government; this is 
the way to tranquillize Ireland, and this is yet 
within our power, This will do more to re- 
tore Ireland to peace and happineſs than one 
hundred martial laws, and one hundred thou- 
ſand executions ;- till ſuch ſalutary meafures are 
adopted, I, for one, muſt conhder Ireland as 


a valt flaughter-houſe, in which 40,0c0 men 


of different deſcriptions, already lie dead, 
and in which ſome hundred thouſands are 
devoted to future immolation. I ſhall per- 
haps be told of the deep criminality of 
moſt of thoſe who are gone, and of moſt of 
thoſe who are yet doomed to periſh. Sir, I ſtand 
not here the advocate of Rebellion, or of guilt; 
but 1 beſeech the members of this Houſe to 
take care that they themſelves are innocent, If 
the diſcontents and rebellion have ariſen from 
an unwiſe or wieked ſyſtem of Government, 
1 do not heſitate to ſay, that all the property 
that has been deſtroyed, whether of the Rebel 
or the Loyaliſt, lies at the door of the Legilla- 
ture. It an unwiſe and wicked ſyſtem of Go- 
vernment has. prevailed, I do not heſitate to 
ſay, that every drop of blood that has been 
ſhed, whether of the Rebel, or the [ oyaliſt, lies 
at the door of the Legiflatuie. Now, Sir, can 
any man doubt, whether this country has been 
governed unwiſely or wickedly? Were I a 
ſtranger to this land. and had the reports of the 
two ſecret Committees of the laſt fettons pur 
into my hands, I would aſk no other evidence 
of injudicious Government, What do we find 
there? a conſpiracy of near 300,000 fighting 
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men in three Provinces, in military organiza- 
tion, and. ſworn to overthrow the Conſtitu. 
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men able to bear atms out of a population of 


confidence of the Iriſh. Nation. Can any man 


it is day. I call on the Houſe of Commons of 


'around them. Do you believe the preſent con- 


2nd to others, becauſe | her Government was 


1 6 1 


tion. It is now well known, that Connaught 
was as.deeply engaged in the conſpiracy, tho 
not then ſo forward. Can any evidence be 
{tronger of bad Government, that than 400, 


four millions, or four millions and a half, 
mould ſolemnly bind themſelves to overthrow 
it. But, Sir, we have it from the firſt authority, 
that our Legiſlature has been corrupt and abo- 
minable. , We have it from the Britiſh Miniſter, 
and we. have it from the Caſtle Pamphleteer. 
Can any man doubt, that we ought to” reſcue 
aurſelves from this degraded ſituation? Can 
any man doubt that we ought to ſhew the Bri- 
tiſh miniſter, that this Houſe, is worthy of the 


doubt but that we ought to enquire as to every 
abuſe, and every grievance, and do them away. 
Sir, 1 call on the Houſe of Commons of Ire- 
land, to awake from its ſlumber, and work while 


Irelaud to awake, and not wait to be arouſed 
by the cruſh of the Conſtitution. I call. on the 
Houſe of Common of Ireland to awake, and con- 
template the mighty ſcenes that are. paſſing 


vulſions of civilized Europe, are owing to. the 
mere machinations of men? No, it is the hand of 
God viſiting the bad Governments of the world. 
France is permitted to be a ſcourge to herſeli, 


ty rannic andcorrupt, and becauſe her Nobles, ber 
Gentry and her dignified. Clergy diſgraced and 

abuſed their elevated ſituations. What way it 
deftroyed Holland? That baſe love af money, 
which made every man of conſequence. conſider 
jumſelf, and aboliſhed all their former love at 
virtue and of freedom ? What Was it deſtroyed 
the different Italian ates, but their tyranny and 
their vices ? What, is Þ, that is paying the 
e £65 | way, 
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way, to revolutionize Spain and Portugal, but. 
their pernicious ſyſtems of Government. I ſay 
again to the Iriſh Houſe of Commons awake, 
and remove every thing that is juſtly obnoxious, 
or you periſh: and I call upon the Nobles, the 
Gentry, and the Clergy to avert their own ruin 
by the practice of every public, and of every 
2 — virtue. 

Sir, there are but two lines of domädkr for us 
to purfue: the one is a ſyſtem of coneiliation, 
with a ſtrong executive power to give time for 
wholefome laws, and wholeſome meaſures to 
operate. The other is force alone, If the for- 
mer be purſued, I would anſwer with my life, 
that the termination will be happy. If the 
latter, I know not the conſequence. Your 
military are made up of different defcrip- 
tions: cam we anſwer for the ſteadineſs of 
all? Have we calculated, what might be 
the conſequence of a powerful deſcent from 
France? But 1 will ſuppoſe the military ſteady, 
the French baMed, and the Rebels defeated ; 
the bayonet will not alter the human mind, wa 
and you muſt go into a war of extermination : 
and if you do, is it not inevitable ruin; what 
vould remain after the conflict, an Wand 
inhabited by old men, women and children; an 
Iſland” with its houſes deſtroyed, and its fields 
deſolated ; an Ifland' with the remnant of its 
gentry and its People involved in one common 
beggary; an Ifland, more gifted from nature, 
than perha $ any other ſpot on the habitable 
globe, exhibiting an awful monument of the 
onal Arat of ſanguinary injuſtice, of nati- 
onal diſtraction, and of national folly. 

Sir, before I go into the ſpecific ſyſtem; that in 
my opinion would tranquillize Ireland, I think 
it neceflary to declare, that T give up for the pre- 
ſent all idea of external Parliamentary reform Par- 
liamentary reform has been an object dear to me 
from the firſt moment I ever thought of Politics, 
and in happier times would be again my ob Jeet I 

ut 
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Rut- from the peculiar ſituation of Ireland, one 


fourth of her inhabitants only being Proteſtants, 


and the reſt Catholics, I ſee its impracticability. 
till the Proteftants almoſt individually feel that 
prudent reform might be made conſiſtent with 
their ſecurity ;; having thus given up externa! 
reform for the preſent, the internal becomes the 
more neceſſary. I have no objection to the fai; 
patronage of the crown, in diſpoſing of the mi- 
litary and nayal. appointments; 1 have no ob- 
jection to the fair patronage of the crown in 
diſpoſing of the dignities of the church, and of 
every neceflary, office in the ſtate; and this is 
a ſufticient patronage for every wholeſome pur- 
poſe. But, Sir, Lam the avowed enemy to that 
extent of patronage, that enahles the miniſter to 


corrupt the Legiſlature. I ſhall not ſay a word, 
Sir, of the A 


nt houſe of commons, for that 1 
know would be unparliamentary ; but 1 may 
declare with Mr, Pitt, and. the Caſtle Pamphlet, 


that Great Britain has governed Ireland prior to 


the election of the preſent houſe of Commons, 
by corrupting our Parliament: In order there- 
fore, to take away at leaſt, a part of the means 
ef corrupting it in future, one of the reſolu- 
tions, I ſhall preſently propoſe to you will be, 
that it is the opinion of this houſe that all 


ſinecure places ſhould be aboliſhed, compenia- 


tion being made to their preſent poſſeſſors. 


Sir, I have ſaid that the abolition of ſinecure 
places, would in part take away the means of 
corruption, but that alone will not be ſufficient; 


ſrom the moment Ireland obtained her indepen- 
dence in 1782. the. Engliſh miniſtry.. reſolved, 


and it is now openhy and barefacedly acknow- 


ledged, to govern Ireland as they pleaſed through 


the medium ot corruption; in purſuange of this 
plan, ſeveral, new places have been created ſince 
that period; it might perhaps be the beſt way 
to aboliſn them alſo, but as that might lead to 


an argument as to their utility, I ſhall only ſub- 


mit a reſolution to the houſe, that it is the opinion 
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of this houſe, that no man ſhould in future fit 
in it, who holds any office created ſince the 


year 1782. : 
| ſhall now call the attention of the houſe to 


what remains to be given to the Catholics ; their 
Peers are at preſent precluded from fitting in 
Parliament, becauſe their conſeiences will not 
permit them to take the oach preſcribed by law; 
for the fame reaſon none can become members 
of this houſe: and there are certain offices in 
the ſtate, from which they are precluded by act 
of Parliament. It will I am fure be admitted that 
nothing but the moſt abſolate neceffity can war- 
rant any man to inflict reſtriftion or penalty on 
another on account of religion; now is there any 
man in this houſe who, on ſerious reflection, will 
get up and ſay, there could be danger to the Pro- 
teſtants, or to the ſtate, whilſt parliament re- 
mains conſtituted as it is, by giving what is now 
withheld from the Catholics: let us fuppoſe theſe 


reſtrictions done away; what is to follow, eight 


or ten Catholic Peers would take their places in 


the houſe of Lords, which now confiſts of about 


180, including the Biſhops ; how are the num- 
ber of Catholic Peers to be increaſed ?' only by 
new creations made by a Proteſtant King : and 
is there any man who will ſuppoſe that a Pro- 
teſtant King will ever make ſuch a creation 
of Catholic Pecers, as will give them a prepon- 


derancy in the upper houſe of Parliament? In 


regard to this houfe, what is the fact; who ſends 
the county members? the landlords of Ireland? 
who are the landlords of Ireland ? Proteſtants, 
with a few exceptions, In whoſe hands are the 
boroughs? entirely in the hands of Proteſtants, 
two or three Cities, and a few towns, mayperhaps 
be nearly divided, or perhaps the ballance of 
property may be in fayour of the Catholics; but 
can any rational man have a ſerious alarm of 


any preponderance of Catholies in the Iriſh. 
houſe of Commons; in the way members are 
now returned ? 1 u LIN there is no ra- 
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and if he be ſo diſtinguiſhed, on what princi- 


. ta ſee the King raifing men of ſuch a deſcrip- 


opinion of ,this houſe, that full Catholic Eman 


any other; almoſt every man in the nation t 


„ man i has ſuch an idea : ſome Catholics of 
property. would no doubt, find their way here; 

and 1 for one, ſhall be moſt heartily glad to ſc: 
them. Let us next enquire if any miſchief could 
ariſe-from their being allowed to fill the places 
from which. the fy are at preſent precluded; why 
appoints to theſe places? the King. Will any man 
ferioully ſay, he is afraid of the ſafety of the 
Kate if we ſhould allow Catholics to occupy 
the higher offices? Will any man ſuppoſe that 
a Proteſtant, King will ever appoint a Catholic 
to one of them, unleſs he be diſtinguiſhed for 
his knowledge, his abilities, and his virtues? 


ble ſhould he be prevented? Sir, I ſhould be glad 


tion, no matter of what ſec, to the higheſt of 
fices ; I ſhould be glad to ſee the King raiſing Ca. 
tholics of integrity and ſufficient property to 
the Peerage; I wiſh for every thing that will 
blend the inhabitants of Ireland into one peo 
- ple: whilſt enmity remains between the Pro 
teſtants and Catholics, Ireland can never be 
great, a happy, or a proſperous nation. An 
therefore, Sir, the third reſolution 1 ſhal 

ſubmit to the houſe will be this; that it is th 


. cipation, may be fafely given, provided the pre 
ſent mode of returning members to the hou 
of Commons ſhall continue, till time ſhall evin 
to cvery thinking Proteſtant, that they wi 
her nothing to ſear from a prudent refor! 
in Parliament. 

Sir, the next thing I ſhall call the attenti 
of the, houſe. to, is tithes; a ſubject on whidF cc 

1 men's minds are more agreed than perhaps WF of 


againſt the payment of tithes unleſs it be 
eſtabliſhed clergy, the tithe Proctors, and ſo g. 
of the landed gentlemen, who pay next to t. 
5 becauſe the clergy find it neceſſau i b. 
have their aid to enable them to collect ir 


their peaſantry: from the earlieſt period of 
recollect! 
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recollection, tithes have been the ſubject oſ ge- 

neral diſcontent; they chiefly gave birth to the 

white boys of the ſouth, and the hearts of oak, 
and hearts of ſteel of the notth: aſk the quaker 
what he thinks of tithes ? he tells you, he cannot 
pay them, becauſe he thinks it contrary tochriſti- 
anity, and many of them have evinced their ſin- 

cerity, by even going to jail; aſk thoſe who are of 
the eſtabliſhed religion of the country, what 
they think of them; and you will he anſwered 

almoſt to a-man, that they feel it unjuſt, that 
they ſhould expend all that is done in im 
provement, and that he who expends nothing 
is entitled to a tenth of the benefit: aſk of the 
Catholics and the different diſſenters, they will 
give you the ſame” reaſon of thoſe of the eſta- 


bliſhment, but with this ſtrong additional one, 


that it is unjuſt that they ſhould be compelled. 
to pay a clergyman they never hear, whom they 
do not acknowledge, and from whom they can- 
receive ho poſhble benefit. Sir, I happen to be. 
of the eſtabliſned religion, but if I were not, 
I ſay I would feel the payment of two clergy 


a grievance. There are certain things that 


every man, in certain firuations muſt feel to be 
grievances, and that Government is highly cul- 


pable, and highly unwiſe, that does not do 
them away. Sir, I am not adverſe to a fair 
and liberal payment of the Clergy, but I want 
it by a mode that will make the teacher, and 


thoſe who are able to be taught, in friendſhip / 


with one another. If the Devil had been con- 
ſulted how the Clergy ſhould be rendered uſe-- 
leſs, I think it was by paying them with tithes. 
But if tithes were even the beſt mode that 
could have been adopted, the univerſal diſlike: 
of them ſhould induce a wiſe Legiſlature to alter 
them. A wiſe Legiſlature: will for ever conſults 
the temper, and wiſhes of the People it has to 
govern, and as far as it is poſſible, will gratify- 
thoſe wiſhes. But it will ibe af une is to 
ve ſubſtityted ? It is not neceſſary to go into 
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detail, as that will belong ae Houſe in Com- 
mittee; but if we agree to the principle, there 
can be po doubt, that means can be found, to 
carry the reſolution into effect. I will juſt ſup- 
poſe for a moment, that tithes ſhould . 
ged into a rent, to which the lands ſhould be 
for ever liable, ſubject to riſe and fall at the 
end of 21 years, or ſome other period to be 
fixed on, according to the then average price of 
grain. This I am told is the way certain leaſes 
are made by ſome of the Engliſh colleges, and 
might be perhaps uſefully adopted here. But, Sir! 
again fay that will be the buſineſs of the com- 
mittee, and I ſhall therefore only add at preſent, 
that the 4th reſolution 1 wiſh the Houſe to 
come to is.— That it is the opinion of this 
Houſe that tithes ſhould be aboliſhed, and ſome 
other mode of paying the eſtabliſhed clergy 
be ſubſtituted in their ſteadd. 

Sir, the clergy who are not paid by tithe have 
peculiar influence on their congregations , I 
mean thoſe of the Diſſenters and Catholics, and 
it would well become the wiſdom of Govetn- 
ment to make ſuch a liberal proviſion for them, 
as would give them a deep intereſt in the proſ- 
perity of the ſtate. The confequence would 
be that in every corner of the Kingdom, the 
Legiſlature would have able men, inculcating 


the neceſſity of ſubordination and obedience to 


thelaws. It muſt ſtrike every gentleman who hears 
me, that the clergy from their ſituation and uni- 
verſality over the country, can be either the great 
means of fomenting or putting down Rebellion 
I may be aſked here, but how is the expence to 
be borne? I anſwer, that the expence would 
in a few months be found ceconomy : for 
their influence, accompanied with the effects 
of the other reſolutions, would ſoon render 
100,000 men of our preſent military eſtabliſh- 
ment unneceſſary The laſt reſolution I ſhall 
therefore pre fe 18.— That it is the opinion of 
this Houſe t 


hat a liberal proviſion ſhould be 
made 
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of this 
Kingdom; and alſo for the miniſters of the 
different diſſenting congregations now exiſting 
in Ireland. 7 5 
Sir, 1 ſhould hope the Iriſh miniſter and 
thoſe around him, would ſupport every one of 
theſe reſolutions; but at all events I cannot 
ſuppoſe they will oppoſe the two laſt, becauſe 
it has been held out both by Mr. Pitt and the 
caſtle pamphleteer, that an abolition of tithes, 
and a proviſion for the diſſenting and Catholic 
clergy, ſhould accompany an Union. Will the 
Iriſh miniſter ſay to the People of Ireland, there 
are good meaſures with an Union, but totally 
inadmiffible if they retain their independence? 
Will the Iriſh miniſter openly avow, thefe good 
things ſhall not be given you unleſs you' accept 
a Legiſlative Union? And if he will not, I 
ſhall be glad to hear, what he has to offer 
againſt the principle of all or any of theſe regu- 
lations, _ | 
Sir, I have now fully given to this Houſe the 
ſyſtem that I would adopt, to reſtore order to 
this diſtracted nation; let me now point out, 
what I am ſatisfied would be the conſequence, 
It may perhaps, be ſaid with truth, as to three 
provinces of Ireland, that the great majority of 
the People know nothing of Parliamentary re- 
form, and that they never annexed to it any 
ſpecifie advantage; but it is not fo: as to the 
Province of Ulſter, which is the great ſtamina 
of this land, the great maſs of the People of 
that Province are perhaps as ſagacious, and as 
well informed a er and Yeomanry as 
any in the King's dominions. They did annex 
to Parliamentary reform the abolition of uſeleſs 
places, the prevention of corruption, and the 
improper. interference of Great Britain; they 
did annex to Parliamentary reform, the conſe- 
quences of an honeſt, uncorrupt- houſe of Com- 
mons. From the fituation of the times, I am 
however perſuaded, they would * 0 
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with an internal reform of une. follow- 
ed up by thoſe wholeſome laws and regulati- 
ons, which I have juſt now propoſed. I will. 
venture to fay the ſame of the middling orders 
in the other three provinces ; they will fee it is 
the beſt that can be done, under the preſent 
exiſting order of things: the clergy of the 


eſtabliſhment will of courſe be the friends of 


Goyernmeat, and the other orders of Clergy 
would 1 am perſuaded be perfectly ſatisfied. 
As to the very loweſt claſs of ple, they 
would feel happy in being relieved from Tithe 
and the payment of two Clergy, the only evils 
they peculiarly feel.” Thus, Sir, I would ſweep 
the whole maſs of the People into the boſom 
of the State; and thus would we be enabled to 
bid defiance to every foreign and domeſlic foc. 
I do not ſay there would not ſtill remain men 
whoſe turbulent. ſpirits, and, whoſe ambitious 


views would endeavour to overthrow the Con- 


ſtitution; but where would be their armies— 
where would be their ſupporters? if they went 
to the lower orders of the three Provinces of 
Leinſter, Munſter, and Connaught, and talked 
to them of grievances, what would be their an- 
ſwer? It would be, we no longer pay tithe— 
we no longer pay two Clergy, and we are ſick. 


of the horrors of civil war. If they go to 


Ulſter, they would receive for anſwer, we pay 
NO Tithe, we pay but one Clergyman, and we 
have got, by an internal reform in Parliament, 
wiſe laws and wholeſome regulations: we 
therefore love, and we will ſupport the Govern- 
ment, Such alſo would be the opinions of all 
the middle orders of men throughout the king- 
dom; what would be the anſwer of the Catho- 
lic and diſſenting Clergy to ſuch agitators ? they 
would ſay, we are comfortably provided for, 
and we know there is no change you can bring 
about, that would better the clerical order ; we 
have ſcen what has happened to the Clergy by 
revolutions i in other countries, and we will o 0 e 


poſe 
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ſe every attempt to overthrow the Conſtitu- 
tion of Ireland, Sir, let us paſs theſe reſoluti- 
ons, and follow them up by neceſſary laws, 
and every man inclined to rebellion mult aban- 
don his purpoſe or abandon this land. 

Let us now conſider how theſe reſolutions 
would operate, as to enabling us effectually to 
refit a legiſlative Union. The Iriſh Houſe of 
Commons has voted it will have no poſlible 
Union: the Engliſh Miniſter in the face of 
that declaration palles every ſpecific reſolution 
relative to the Union in the Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons, which he follows by a confe- 
rence with the Lords, who are now conſi- 
dering the ſame reſolutions; and it is declared, 
that all this is to end in an addreſs to the King 
to lay them before the Iriſh. Parliament; 
what does the Iriſh Miniſter ſay , that it is a 
meaſure that will never be loſt fight of: 
can any man doubt but with the means 
in the power of the miniſter, a majari- 
ty of one may be obtained in this houſe; 
can any man doubt after ſuch a conduct, and 
ſuch declarations, that they will carry the mea- 
fure if they can: can any man doubt, if the 
people are ſupine, that with the laws now in 
force, and the military power in the country, 
that a Legiſhtive Union may be carried; 
how then are we to ſtemit? by making the 
people love and reſpect this Houſe : by making 
the people ſo attached to their own Legiſlature, 
that the Britiſh miniſter muſt feel, that tho' 
he could carry and enforce Legiſlative Union 
for a moment, it would ultimately end in ſe- 
paration: I therefore call on every man to 
whom a Legiſlative Union is odious, to ſup- 
port the 1efolutions I ſhall propoſe to you. 

Sir, all ate agreed that Ireland is in the moſt 
critical ſituation ; let then every man feel, that 
he at leaſt has done his duty; let every man 
pauſe, before he tells the people, that their Le- 
giſlature if it is to continue, muſt continue un- 
der 
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der 'a ſyſtem of corruption; let every man 
pauſe before he tells the Catholics, they have 
nothing to hope from an Iriſh houſe of Com- 
mons; let every man pauſe before he tells the 
people, he will not aboliſh tithes, tho' England 
_ to do ſo, if a Legillative Union be 
accepted; let every man pauſe before he ſay: 
to the Catholic and diflenting clergy, I will 
: make no proviſion for you, tho' England will 
| do fo, if you adopt a Legiflative Union. 

Sir, 1 have not been anxious to obtrude my- 
ſielf on the houſe, but have waited from day to 
| day, in the hope that ſome perſon of more conſe- 

quence would have offered a ſyſtem of conciliati- 
on; Iwould have been particularly happy, if ſuch 
a ſyſtem had come ſrom the noble Lord on the 
Treaſury bench, becauſe it would then have 
been peculiarly healing. But finding no man 
on any fide of the {Hauſe ready to do, what ap- 
pears to me indiſpenſable to the national ſafety, 
1-ſhould have felt myſelf a guilty man, had I 
remained filent. 1 have now 4 Bu . my 
mind, whateyer may be the conſequence. If 
theſe reſolutions be rejected, I ſhall fancerely 
wiſh that thoſe meaſures which may be thought 
wiſer, may anſwer their purpoſe. If Iriſh proſ- 
perity and happineſs be produced by them, it 
will be to me, a ſuhject of joy: If on the other 
hand they create new misſortunes, whilſt 1 la- 
ment them, I ſhall have the conſolation, of 
having done all in the power of an humble 
individual to avert them, As to myſelf, I have 
ſequred that I ſhall fleep in peace if I am per- 
mitted to live, and if death ſhould be Por- 
tion, I truſt ſhall meet it with fortitude and 
ſerenity. TR FEE 
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